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Foreword

This booklet has been prepared under the auspicesofthe Ol d En gl i s h
Sheepdog CIl u b asagduideAorpracticat understdnding of the
current AKC standard for the Old English Sheepdog. Our intent is that judges,
breeders, and enthusiasts of the breed will each find this guide a useful

reference. Specifically, the goals of this manual are to provide explanations of

the current breed standard's sections using terminology and drawings which

are understandable. In addition, we also encourage the reader to go to other
expert sources to continue their detailed study of our fascinating breed.

Please note that in the following text, the official standard of the Old English
Sheepdog, will always appearin b andl cdmmentaryin A { lpdnth O
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History (Cont’d)
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General Appearance
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Gener al Appearance.
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Size, Proportion, Substance

Type, character and bal ance
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Size, Proportion, Substance (Cont’d)

Proporton.
Length, measured from point of sho
practcally the same as the height.
weasel ness.
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Substance.

We | | muscled with plenty of bone.
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Head, Eyes

Head.
A most intelligent exp

ression.
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Q.

Assessing an OES Hea
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Ears, Skull, Stop, Jaw, Nose

S .

Medium sized and carried fat to the si
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Jaw.
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Nose.
Al ways bl ack, | arge and capacious.
¢tKS h9{ aKz2dZ R lftglea KIgS | I NHS of
glra | 02Ny ofdzST LIAIAYSyYyilGlaz2y 2y GKS y2
2F atlriaSo CKA& A& y20 I RAAldza €t AUOI a2
2NJ NBdzy R 20 oAttt AyOFINAlIoOofte 06S UYyAakKSR

12



Teeth

Teet h.
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Neck, Body, Tail

Neck.
Fairly Il ong and arched gracefully.
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Topline

Topline.,
Stands | ower at the withers than afi
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Sway Back
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Forequarters
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Forequarters.

Shoul ders wel | | aid back and narro
straight with plenty of bone. The
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Hindquarters, Feet

Hi ndquarters.

Round and muscu
down hocks. Wh e
met at ar ses alr e
the ground when
angl e.
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Coat .

Profuse, but
overly fat,
from cur |l

Sofness or fatness
when
whol e

waterproof pile
moder atel y. The
coated all around.
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texture of t
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Appearance/Trimming
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Color/Markings
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Col or .

Any shade of gray, gr
merl e with or without
WoseiumaimiiAnns oot i n reverse. Any s hac
Splashed Markings be consi dered distnct
not to be encouraged.
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Movement

Gai t .
When trotng, movement is free and
good reach and drive, and covering
Very elastc at a gall op. May amb
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Coming and Going
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Temperament

Temper ament .

An adaptabl e, i ntelligent dog of
gression, shyness Or nervousness.
LY GKS aK2g NAyYy3I:Z GKS h9o{ akKz2dz R
SEI YAYISRPA Gl YRINR Aa SELX AOAG o2
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YIGdzZNBEEX &SG FNB RSLISYRFIofSs t2elf
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Versatility

25

The OES competes in:
1 Agility

7 Barn Hunting

s Canine Good Citizen

s Conformation

1 Coursing

v Herding

7 Obedience

7 Rally

s Tracking
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Hi ghl i1 ghts of the OI

When evaluating the OES, the following points should be considered of major
importance.

1. Soundness is of the greatest importance.

2. Gait is elastic and effortless with equal reach and drive.

w

. Topline has a gentle rise over the loin—a distinguishing characteristic of the
breed.

4. Head is fairly square, broad and flat with well defined stop.

5. Thickset body broader at the hips than at the shoulders.

6. Coat should be shaggy with hard texture.

7. Compact, square, balanced dog.

NotTehere are no DQ's in our breed.
OESCA Breed Standard

Gener al A A foreng, torapact, |uare, balanced dog. Taking him all around, he is profusely, but

not excessively coated , thickset, muscular and able-bodied. These qualities, combined with his agility, fit him
for the demanding tasks required of a shepherd's or drover's dog. Therefore, soundness is of the greatest
importance. His bark is loud with a distinctive "pot-casse" ring in it.

Si ze, Pr o p o r: Tyme,rcharactnatd balarcaiace ef greater importance and are on no account
to be sacrificed to size alone.

S | :Hedght (measured from top of withers to the ground), Dogs: 22 inches (55.8 cm) and upward. Bitches:
21 inches (53.3 cm) and upward.

Pr o p o:tebgth tmeasured from point of shoulder to point of ischium [tuberosity]) practically the same
as the height. Absolutely free from legginess or weaselness.

S u b s t: Well @uscled with plenty of bone.
H e aAdmost intelligent expression.

E y e8wn, blue or one of each. If brown, very dark is preferred. If blue, a pearl, china or wall-eye is consid-
ered typical. An amber or yellow eye is most objectionable.

E a:MMedium sized and carried flat to the side of the head.

S k uChphcious and rather squarely formed giving plenty of room for brain power. The parts over the eyes
(supra-orbital ridges) are well arched. The whole well covered with hair.

St oWell defined.
27
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J a Wairly long, strong, square and truncated. Attention is particularly called to the above properties as a
long, narrow head or snipy muzzle is a deformity.

N o sAdways black, large and capacious.

T e e $trbng, large and evenly placed. The bite is level or tight scissors.
Neck, Topline, Body

N e cFhirly long and arched gracefully.

T 0 p I Stamdelower at the withers than at the loin with no indication of softness or weakness. Attention is
particularly called to this topline as it is a distinguishing characteristic of the breed.

B 0 dRather short and very compact, broader at the rump than at the shoulders, ribs well sprung and brisket
deep and capacious. Neither slab-sided nor barrel-chested. The loin is very stout and gently arched.

T a: Docked close to the body, when not naturally bob tailed.

For e g ushouldeesiwal laid back and narrow at the points. The forelegs dead straight with plenty of
bone. The measurements from the withers to the elbow and from the elbow to the ground are practically the
same.

Hi n d g u: Bound &d nsuscular with well let down hocks. When standing, the metatarses are perpendic-
ular to the ground when viewed from any angle.

F e :&srhall and round, toes well arched, pads thick and hard, feet pointing straight ahead.

C o aPtofuse, but not so excessive as to give the impression of the dog being overly fat, and of a good hard
texture; not straight, but shaggy and free from curl. Quality and texture of coat to be considered above mere
profuseness. Softness or flatness of coat to be considered a fault. The undercoat is a waterproof pile when
not removed by grooming or season. Ears coated moderately. The whole skull well covered with hair. The
neck well coated with hair. The forelegs well coated all around. The hams densely coated with a thick, long
jacket in excess of any other part. Neither the natural outline nor the natural texture of the coat may be
changed by any artificial means except that the feet and rear may be trimmed for cleanliness.

C o |: Any shade of gray, grizzle, blue or blue merle with or without white markings or in reverse. Any shade
of brown or fawn to be considered distinctly objectionable and not to be encouraged.

G a:iWhen trotting, movement is free and powerful, seemingly effortless, with good reach and drive, and
covering maximum ground with minimum steps. Very elastic at a gallop. May amble or pace at slower
speeds.

T e mp er aAmalapthble, intelligent dog of even disposition, with no sign of aggression, shyness or
nervousness.

Approved February 10, 1990  Effective March 28, 1990
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