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Foreword 
       This booklet has been prepared under the auspices of the Old English     
Sheepdog Club of America, Inc as a guide to a practical understanding of the 
current AKC standard for the Old English Sheepdog.  Our intent is that judges,     
breeders,  and enthusiasts of the breed will each find this guide a useful       
reference.  Specifically, the goals of this manual are to provide explanations of 
the current breed standard's sections using terminology and drawings which 
are understandable.  In addition, we also encourage the reader to go to other   
expert sources to continue their detailed study of our fascinating breed.    

       Please note that in the following text, the official standard of the Old English 
Sheepdog, will always appear in bold and commentary in ƛǘŀƭƛŎ print. 

 Note:  /ƻǾŜǊ 5ƻƎ  Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǿŀƭƭŜȅŜ όōƭǳŜ ŜȅŜύΦ  
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Introduction 
 !ǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ ŎƻŀǘŜŘ ōǊŜŜŘǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƴƎΣ 
ǘƘŜ ά.ƻōǘŀƛƭέ ƛǎ ƻƊŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŘŀǳƴǝƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŀǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ƧǳŘƎŜ ƻǊ 
ƴƻǾƛŎŜ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǎǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŘŜŬƴƛǘŜƭȅ ŀ άƘŀƴŘǎ ƻƴέ 
ōǊŜŜŘ ŀǎ ōƻǘƘ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ōŀŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǝŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƘƛŘŘŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ Ŏƻŀǘ 
ōȅ ƻǾŜǊ ƎǊƻƻƳƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŎƪ ǘƘŜǊŜƻŦΦ  9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǎƛƳǇƭƛŬŜŘ 
ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻŀǘ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎ              
ǳƴŘŜǊƴŜŀǘƘΦ 
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 ¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ϦhƭŘ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ {ƘŜŜǇŘƻƎϦ ƛǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƳƛǎƴƻƳŜǊΤ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ h9{ ŘƛŘ 
ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀǘŜ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǝǾŜƭȅ ƴŜǿ ōǊŜŜŘ ƻŦ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ   
ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ h9{Σ ƻǊ .ƻōǘŀƛƭΣ ǿŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ŘǊƻǾŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ    
ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǎƘŜŜǇ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǧƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΦ 
¢ƘŜ .ŜŀǊŘŜŘ /ƻƭƭƛŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ hǿǘŎƘŀǊ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀ 
ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ h9{Ω ƳȅǎǘŜǊƛƻǳǎ ƭƛƴŜŀƎŜΦ   ¢ƘŜ h9{Ωǎ ǘȅǇŜ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ǘƻŘŀȅ 
ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǇŀƛƴǝƴƎǎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŜŘΦ   CŜǿ ǊŜǎŜƳōƭŜ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ  !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ .ƻōǘŀƛƭΣ 
ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŜŘ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ƛǎ ōƻǊƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘŀƛƭΤ ƛǘǎ ǘŀƛƭ ƛǎ ŘƻŎƪŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ŦŜǿ Řŀȅǎ 
ƻƭŘΦ hƴŜ ǘƘŜƻǊȅ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘǎ ōƻōōŜŘ ƻũ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ŘǊƻǾŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŘƻƎǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ŀǾƻƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭǳȄǳǊȅ 
ǘŀȄ ƭŜǾƛŜŘ ƻƴ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǇŜǘ ŘƻƎǎΦ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜƻǊȅ ŦƻǊ ŘƻŎƪƛƴƎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜŜǇ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƻŎƪŜŘΤ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƴŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƳŀǧŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŜŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳǳŘΦ  ²ƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŀ ǘŀƛƭ 
ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŜŘΦ  hǳǊ !Y/ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ǎǝƭƭ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
ŘƻŎƪŜŘ ǘŀƛƭ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ 

History 
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 ¢ƘŜ h9{ ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŜŘǳƳ ǎƛȊŜŘΣ ƘŀǊŘȅ ŘƻƎ 
ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǿƛǘƘǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊǎƘ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜΦ   Lǘ ƛǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ h9{ 
ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƻǾŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŀŘŀǇǘŜŘ 
ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜŜǇ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ 
ƘŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘΦ  Lǘǎ ǘƘƛŎƪΣ ƛƴǎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ŘƻǳōƭŜ Ŏƻŀǘ ƴƻǘ 
ƻƴƭȅ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ƛǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǿŀǊƳ ǎǳƳƳŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƻƭŘΣ ǿŜǘ ǿƛƴǘŜǊǎΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƎŀǾŜ ƛǘ ŀ ǿƻƻƭƭȅΣ 
ǎƘŜŜǇ ƭƛƪŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƛǘ ōƭŜƴŘ ƛƴ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƅƻŎƪΦ    

 ¢ƘŜ ōǊŜŜŘ ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ муллǎΣ 
ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ōŜƎŀƴ ŀǇǇŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀǘ YŜƴƴŜƭ /ƭǳō ŘƻƎ 
ǎƘƻǿǎ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΦ  5ƻƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ Řŀȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƻƊŜƴ 
ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀǎ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻƻƪǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ōǊŜŜŘ ǿŀǎ ŬǊǎǘ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ        
.ƛǊƳƛƴƎƘŀƳ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ мутоΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǎǘǳŘ 
ōƻƻƪ ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ мутрΦ   ¢ƘŜ  Ƴƻǎǘ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ 
h9{ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ Řŀȅ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōƛǘŎƘ ƴŀƳŜŘ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴ 
CŀƛǊǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΣ ōƻǊƴ aŀȅ уΣ муфуΦ             

 ¢ƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦{! ƻƴƭȅ ŎŀƳŜ ƻƴŎŜ ƛǘ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǧŜƴǝƻƴ 
ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǿŜŀƭǘƘȅ  !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ .ƻōǘŀƛƭΣ ŀǇǘƭȅ ƴŀƳŜŘ .ƻōΣ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ муур ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ !Y/Φ ¢ƘŜ 
ŬǊǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ h9{ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ ŀǘ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ муфлΦ ¢ƘŜ hƭŘ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ 
{ƘŜŜǇŘƻƎ /ƭǳō ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ мфлп ōȅ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ōǊŜŜŘŜǊ IŜƴǊȅ     
!ǊǘƘǳǊ ¢ƛƭƭŜȅΦ  !Y/ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŜŘ ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴ мфлрΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΦ  ¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƴƻǘŀōƭŜ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘ ǿŀǎ CǊŜŜƳŀƴ [ƭƻȅŘ ǿƘƻ 
ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƛƴ муур ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƴ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ¢ƛƭƭŜȅ 
ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŘƻƎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ!Φ  aŀƴȅ .ǊƛǝǎƘ ŘƻƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǿŜǊŜ ǿŜƭƭ-ōǊŜŘΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ōŜŜƴ ǎƘƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎΦ  9ƴƻǊƳƻǳǎ ǇǊƛŎŜ 
ǘŀƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ Ǉǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘƻƎǎΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ²²LΣ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƴŜǿ 
ƪŜƴƴŜƭǎ ōǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴƅǳŜƴǝŀƭ ŘƻƎǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ōǊŜŜŘ ǿŀǎ 
ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŀƊŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƎǊŜŀǘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ƪŜƴƴŜƭǎΦ 

 

 

Ch Fairweather 

    (Sir James  x  Birthday) 

History (Cont’d) 
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General Appearance.  

 A strong, compact, square, balanced dog.  Taking him all around, he is profusely, 
 but not excessively coated, thickset, muscular and able-bodied.  These qualities, 
 combined with his agility, fit him for the demanding tasks required of a shepherd’s 
 or drover’s dog.  Therefore, soundness is of the greatest importance.  His bark is 
 loud with a distinctive “pot-casse” ring in it. 

 ¢ƘŜ ŀŘƧŜŎǝǾŜǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ !ǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ŀ ŘƻƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƻƭƛŘΣ     
ǎǘǳǊŘȅ ōǳƛƭŘ ȅŜǘ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǎǝƭƭ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŀƎƛƭƛǘȅΣ ŀǘƘƭŜǝŎƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŘǳǊŀƴŎŜΦ  
¢ƘŜ h9{ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƻŦ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƳƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ōƻŘȅΦ 
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 Type, character and balance are of greater importance and are on no     
 account to be sacrificed to size alone.  

 IŀǾƛƴƎ ǘȅǇŜΣ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȊŜ ƻŦ 
 ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎΦ  ! ǎƳŀƭƭ ƻǊ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǎǇŜŎƛƳŜƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ 
 ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŘƻƎΦ  

 ¢ȅǇŜ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǝƴƎǳƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ h9{ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ 
 ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘΦ  ¢ȅǇŜ ƛǎ  ƴŜǾŜǊ ŀ ƳŀǧŜǊ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōǳǘΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊΣ 
 ŀƴ ŀŘƘŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŘŜǎƛǊŜŘ  ōǊŜŜŘ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǝŎǎΦ 
 

  
 

 

Size.    

 Height (measured from top of withers to the ground), Dogs: 22 inches  
 (55.8 cm) and upward.    Bitches: 21 inches (53.3 cm) and upward. 

Size, Proportion, Substance 

 ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǳǇǇŜǊ ƘŜƛƎƘǘ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘΦ   ²ƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƛƎƘǘΣ 
 ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǝƻƴΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ōǊŜŜŘ ƛǎ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǘŀƭƭ 
 ƴƻǊ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƻƴ ƭŜƎ ōǳǘ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŀƭƭȅ ǎǉǳŀǊŜΦ 
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Proportion. 

 Length, measured from point of shoulder to point of ischium (tuberosity) 
practically the same as the height.  Absolutely free from legginess or     
weaselness.     

  

 tǊƻŦǳǎŜ Ŏƻŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊƛƳƳƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǝƻƴŜŘ h9{ ƭƻƻƪ 
ǎƘƻǊǘ ƻƴ ƭŜƎκƭƻƴƎ ƻŦ ōƻŘȅΣ ƻǊ ŀƴ ƛƴŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǝƻƴŜŘ ŘƻƎ ƭƻƻƪ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘΦ  
¸ƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ŦŜŜƭ ŦƻǊ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǝƻƴǎ Φ 

           

Substance. 

        Well muscled with plenty of bone. 

 ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ  ŀ ǘƘƛŎƪ ǎŜǘ ŎƻƳǇŀŎǘ ōǊŜŜŘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƎƻƻŘ ŬǊƳ ƳǳǎŎƭŜ Ƴŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ  

 ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǝŀƭ ōƻƴŜΦ  

 

Size, Proportion, Substance (Cont’d) 
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                          Head, Eyes  

Head.   

 A most intelligent expression. 

 ¢ƘŜ ōƻōǘŀƛƭ ƘŜŀŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ strong foreface, large fully pigmented nose and a 
broad, flat, backskull.  This should be ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǝƻƴΦ   ¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ     
ƎǊƻƻƳƛƴƎ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ƘƛŘŜ ōƻǘƘ ŀ  ǾŜǊȅ ƴƛŎŜ ƘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǇƻƻǊ ƻƴŜΦ 

Eyes.    

 Brown, blue or one of each.  If brown, very dark is preferred.  If blue, a pearl, china or 
wall-eye is considered typical.  An amber or yellow eye is most objectionable. 

 9ȅŜ ŎƻƭƻǊ ƛǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘǿƻ ōǊƻǿƴΣ ǘǿƻ ōƭǳŜ ƻǊ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘΦ {ƘŀŘŜǎ ƻŦ ōƭǳŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
ŀǊŜ ŎƘƛƴŀΣ ǇŜŀǊƭ ƻǊ ǿŀƭƭ-ŜȅŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŜȅŜǎΦ   

 hŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŬƴŘ ŀ ŘƻƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜȅŜ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ōƭǳŜ ƛǊƛǎ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ      
ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ ƻŦ ōǊƻǿƴ ƻƴ ƛǘΦ  .Ǌƻǿƴ ŜȅŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŘŀǊƪ ǘƘǳǎ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƛƎƘǘ ōǊƻǿƴ ŜȅŜ 
όŀƳōŜǊ ƻǊ ȅŜƭƭƻǿύ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇŜƴŀƭƛȊŜŘΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ 
ǇƛƎƳŜƴǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜǎ ƴƻǊ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦȅ ǎƘŀǇŜ ƻǊ ǎƛȊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜǎ ǎƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ 
ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǝƻƴ ǿƘŜƴ ƧǳŘƎƛƴƎΦ 
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 ²ƘŜƴ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŀƴ h9{Σ ƛǘ ƛǎ 
Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ 
ƘŀƴŘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ άǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘέ 
ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǝƻƴΦ  CƛǊǎǘΣ ŎƘŜŎƪ ŦƻǊ 
ǿƛŘǘƘΣ ŘŜǇǘƘ ŀƴŘ ōƭǳƴǘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƳǳȊȊƭŜ ŀƴŘ 
ōƛǘŜΦ  wǳƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŜƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀƭƳ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ 
ǊƛŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳǳȊȊƭŜ ǳƴǝƭ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǘƻǇΦ   Lǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŀ Ƙŀƭǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǘƻǇ ŀƴŘ ǊƛŘƎŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭƭ     
ŘŜŬƴŜŘΦ   9ȅŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǿƛŘŜ ǎŜǘΦ   ²ƛŘǘƘ 
ƻŦ ǎƪǳƭƭ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŦŜƭǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀƭ ǘƻ 
ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀƭΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǿƛŘǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƪǳƭƭ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΦ  CŜŜƭ 
ŦƻǊ ŜŀǊ ǎŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƛȊŜΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ƘŜŀŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ 
ǎƛȊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎΗ     
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Jaw. 
 Fairly long, strong, square and  truncated.  Attention is particularly called to the above 
 properties as a long, narrow head or snippy muzzle is a deformity. 

 ¢ƘŜ ƳǳȊȊƭŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ōǊƻŀŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘŜŜǇΣ ǿŜƭƭ ŘŜŬƴŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊƧŀǿ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŘŜŬƴƛǘŜ 
 ōƭǳƴǘΣ ǎǉǳŀǊŜŘ ƻũ ƭƻƻƪΦ 
 

Nose.   
 Always black, large and capacious. 

 ¢ƘŜ h9{ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ōƭŀŎƪ ƴƻǎŜ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜŦŀŎŜΦ  LŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎ 
 ǿŀǎ ŀ ōƻǊƴ ōƭǳŜΣ ǇƛƎƳŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǇǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǎƘŀŘŜ 
 ƻŦ ǎƭŀǘŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ŘƛǎǉǳŀƭƛŬŎŀǝƻƴΦ  ! ƴƛŎŜƭȅ ǘǊǳƴŎŀǘŜŘ ƳǳȊȊƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǘŀǇŜǊ 
 ƻǊ ǊƻǳƴŘ ƻũ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴǾŀǊƛŀōƭȅ ōŜ ŬƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƴƻǎŜΦ 

Ears, Skull, Stop, Jaw, Nose  
 
Ears.   
 Medium sized and carried flat to the side of the head. 

 ¢ƘŜ 9ŀǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƪǳƭƭΦ   aƻǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛŜ ƅŀǘΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ŬƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ  
 ƛƴŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ 
 ƻƴƭȅ ōȅ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǝƻƴΦ 

Skull.   
 Capacious and rather squarely formed giving plenty of room for brain power.  The parts 
 over the eyes (supra-orbital ridges) are well arched.  The whole well covered with hair. 

 ¢ƘŜ ǎƪǳƭƭ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ōǊƻŀŘΣ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ƅŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǉǳŀǊŜƭȅ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ƛƴ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΣ ǿƛŘǘƘ ŀƴŘ 
 ŘŜǇǘƘΦ   ²ƛŘǘƘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŦŜƭǘ ǎǇǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀƭ ōƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀƭ ōƻƴŜΣ 
 ǘƘŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǎǘƻǇ ǘƻ  ƻŎŎƛǇǳǘ ŀƴŘ Ŭƴŀƭƭȅ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇǘƘΦ 

 Stop.   
 Well defined. 

            ¢ƘŜ ǎǘƻǇ ŀƴŘ ǊƛŘƎŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜǎ όŜȅŜ ōǊƻǿǎύ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ƛƴŘŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ōǳǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ      
 ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀōǊǳǇǘΦ 

Older dog head with beautiful expression 



13 

 

Teeth.   

 Strong, large and evenly placed.  The bite is level or tight scissors. 

 ²ƛǘƘ ŀ ǘǊǳƴŎŀǘŜŘ ōƛǘŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŜǘƘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ 
ŦǊƻƴǘΦ  ! ƭŜǾŜƭ ōƛǘŜ ƛǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƻƊŜƴ ǎŜŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǿŜŀǊ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ǘŜŜǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǳƴŘǳƭȅ ǇŜƴŀƭƛȊŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ h9{ ƴƛǇǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜŜǇ ǘƻ 
ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǘƘŜƳΦ  IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ŘŜŀŘ ƭŜǾŜƭ ōƛǘŜ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ 
ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜŜǇΦ   ! ǝƎƘǘ ǎŎƛǎǎƻǊǎ ōƛǘŜ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀ ŬǊƳ   
ƻǾŜǊƭŀǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŜǘƘΦ  5ǊƻǇǇŜŘ ƭƻǿŜǊ ƛƴŎƛǎƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ Ŧŀǳƭǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘΦ       

 5ŜŬƴƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ǊǳƴŎŀǝƻƴΥ  !ǇǇŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘŜ ŀōǊǳǇǘƭȅΦ   IŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ 
ǎǉǳŀǊŜ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴΦ   ¢ƻ ǎƘƻǊǘŜƴ ōȅ ƻǊ ŀǎ ƛŦ ōȅ ŎǳǩƴƎ ƻũΦ  

 

Example of  truncated  bite 

with slightly dropped    

lower incisors. 
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Pear Shaped as seen from  above. 

Neck.   

 Fairly long and arched gracefully. 

 ¢ƘŜ ƴŜŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ h9{ ƛǎ ǊŜƭŀǝǾŜƭȅ ƭƻƴƎΦ   Lǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƧǳŘƎŜŘ ōȅ ŦŜŜƭ ǎƛƴŎŜ ŀ 
ǎǘǊƛǇǇŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻǊ ǎŎƛǎǎƻǊŜŘ ƴŜŎƪ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ ŎƻŀǘŜŘ ƻƴŜΦ  
ό{ǘǊƛǇǇƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǎŎƛǎǎƻǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŎƪ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇŜƴŀƭƛȊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ 
ŘƻƴŜΦύ  ¸ƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ǌǳƴ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŎƘΣ 
ǘƘŜ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ Ŭǘǎ ǎƳƻƻǘƘƭȅ ƻǊ ōƭŜƴŘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊΦ 

Body.    

 Rather short and very compact, broader at the rump than at the shoulders, 
ribs well sprung and brisket deep and capacious. Neither slab-sided nor  
barrel-chested. The loin is very stout and gently arched. 

 9ȄŀƳƛƴŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǾŜǊƛŦȅ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǊƛōǎΣ ŘŜǇǘƘ ƻŦ ŎƘŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴπ
ƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ƛǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǎƘƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎƻƭƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳŎƘΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ 
ŦǊƻƳ ŀōƻǾŜΣ ǘƘŜ h9{ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇŜŀǊ ǎƘŀǇŜŘΣ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƳǇ ǘƘŀƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊǎΦ   ¢ƘŜ ǇŜŀǊ ǎƘŀǇŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǧŀƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ƎǊƻƻƳƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǎǘǊƛǇǇŜŘ ƻǳǘ     
ŦƻǊŜǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŀƎƎŜǊŀǘŜŘ ƅǳŶƴƎ ƻŦ Ŏƻŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǊ ƻƴƭȅ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ           
ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΦ   ¢ƘŜ ŎƘŜǎǘ ƛǎ ŘŜŜǇΣ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƭōƻǿǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ 
Ǌƛō ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ǎƭŀō ǎƛŘŜŘƴŜǎǎΦ    

Tail.   

 Docked close to the body, when not naturally bob tailed. 

 LŦ ƴƻǘ ŀ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ōƻǊƴ ōƻōǘŀƛƭΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƛƭ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘƻŎƪŜŘ ŀǎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ  

 ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ 
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Topline.   

 Stands lower at the withers than at the loin with no indication of softness 
or weakness. Attention is particularly called to this topline as it is a distin-
guishing characteristic of the breed. 

 /ƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇƭƛƴŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƘŀƭƭƳŀǊƪ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǝŎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ōǊŜŜŘΦ .ŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ Ǌƛō ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƭǾƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƛƴΦ  ! ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ƳǳǎŎƭŜǎ  
ŜȄǘŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǊƛǎŜǎ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƛƴ ŀƴŘ ōƭŜƴŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƳǳǎŎǳƭŀǊ       
ƘƛƴŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎΣ ƳǳǎŎǳƭŀǊ ƭƻƛƴ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ h9{    
ǘƻǇƭƛƴŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ǘƻ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇƭƛƴŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǘƘŜǊǎΣ 
ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴǘƭŜ ǊƛǎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƛƴΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƴƻ ŘƛǇΣ ƻǊ ǎǿŀȅ-ōŀŎƪ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǘƘŜǊǎΣ ƴƻǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ōŜ ŀ 
ǎǳƎƎŜǎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǊƻŀŎƘ-ōŀŎƪ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊƛǎŜǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƭƻǇŜǎ 
ƻũ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǳǇΦ   !ƭǎƻ ƛƴŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀƎƎŜǊŀǘŜŘ ǘƻǇƭƛƴŜ ƻƴ ŘƻƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ǎǝƅŜǎΣ ƭƻƴƎ ƛƴ ƘƻŎƪΣ ƻǊ ǎƘƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƭŜƎǎΦ  

Tail.   

 Docked close to the body, when not naturally bob tailed. 

 LŦ ƴƻǘ ŀ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ōƻǊƴ ōƻōǘŀƛƭΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƛƭ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘƻŎƪŜŘ ŀǎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ  

 ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ 
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Level Back 

Sway Back 

Roach Back 

Slope Back   
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Forequarters.   

 Shoulders well laid back and narrow at the points. The forelegs dead 
straight with plenty of bone. The measurements from the withers to the   
elbow and from the elbow to the ground are practically the samŜΦ 

 9ŶŎƛŜƴǘ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ŦƻǊŜǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅΦ {ƘƻǳƭŘŜǊ 
ōƭŀŘŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǿŜƭƭ ƭŀƛŘ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ƛƴ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǳǇǇŜǊ 
ŀǊƳǎΦ  CǊƻƴǘ ƭŜƎǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǿŜƭƭ ōƻƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŀŘ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊ Ǉƻƛƴǘ 
ǎǇŀŎƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜŎƘŜǎǘ όŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ tƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ {ƘƻǳƭŘŜǊύ ƛǎ ƴŀǊǊƻǿ 
ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǾŜǊƎŜ ŀǘ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǎǇŜŜŘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊ ōƭŀŘŜ 
ǎŜǇŀǊŀǝƻƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴŀǊǊƻǿ ǎƳƻƻǘƘƭȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ŎƻƴǘƻǳǊ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƛǘƘŜǊǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊ ōƭŀŘŜ ǝǇǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƭƛŜ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ Φ  
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Hindquarters.   

 Round and muscular with well let 
down hocks. When standing, the 
metatarses are perpendicular to 
the ground when viewed from any      
angle. 

 ¢ƘŜ ƘƛƴŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǿŜƭƭ-
ƳǳǎŎƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƎƻƻŘ ǿƛŘǘƘ ƻǾŜǊ 
ƭƻƛƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎǊƻǳǇ ƛǎ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŜŜǇ ƴƻǊ 
ƭŜǾŜƭΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜƭƭ ŬƭƭŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ 
ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜ ŀƴƎƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘƻŎƪǎ 
όƳŜǘŀǘŀǊǎŜǎύ  ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎƘƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ 
ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ŀƴƎƭŜǎΦ  
¢ƘŜȅ  ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ǘǳǊƴ ƛƴ ƻǊ ƻǳǘΦ  [ƻǿ 
ǎŜǘ ƘƻŎƪǎ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƻǾŜǊΩǎ ŘƻƎ ǘƘŜ 
ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŜƴŘǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘǎ ƧƻōΦ    

 ¢ƻ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜ ƘƻŎƪǎΣ ƻƴŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ŦŜŜƭ 
ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊǝŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
ǿŜƭƭ ƭŜǘ ŘƻǿƴΦ  Cŀǳƭǘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
ƘƻŎƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŘƻǳōƭŜΣ     
ǎƛŎƪƭŜΣ ƻǊ Ŏƻǿ ƘƻŎƪŜŘΦ 

Feet.   

 Small and round, toes well arched, pads thick and hard, feet pointing straight 
ahead. 

  WǳŘƎŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǇŀŘǎΦ /ƻǊǊŜŎǘ ŦŜŜǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎƳŀƭƭΣ ǊƻǳƴŘΣ 
ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳƭȅ ŀǊŎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŬǊƳΣ ǘƘƛŎƪ ǇŀŘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƴƻ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ōŜƛƴƎ 
ǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƻǊ Řƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘŜǊƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŘŜǿŎƭŀǿǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΦ  
¢ƘŜ ƘŀƛǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀŘǎ ǘƻ ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜ ŀƴȅ ŘƛǊǘ ƻǊ ƳǳŘ ŦǊƻƳ 
ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǝƴƎ Ǉŀƛƴ ƻǊ ǎƻǊŜǎΦ 
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Coat. 

 Profuse, but not so excessive as to give the impression of the dog being 
overly fat, and of good hard texture; not straight, but shaggy and free 
from curl.  Quality of coat to be considered above mere profuseness.    
Softness or flatness of coat to be considered a fault.  The undercoat is a 
waterproof pile when not removed by grooming or season.  Ears coated 
moderately.  The whole skull well covered with hair.  The forelegs well 
coated all around.  The hams densely coated with a thick, long jacket in 
excess of any other part.  Neither the natural outline nor the natural     
texture of the coat may be changed by any artificial means except the feet 
and rear may be trimmed for cleanliness. 

 ¢ƘŜ hƭŘ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ Ŏƻŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƻŦ ǳƴŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴΦ  aŀƴȅ  ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀǊŜ 
ǎǇŜƴǘ ŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ōǊǳǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ h9{ Ŏƻŀǘ ƛƴ ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝǾŜ ǎƘƻǿ 
ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƴƻǾƛŎŜ ƻǿƴŜǊ ƻǊ ƧǳŘƎŜ Ƴŀȅ ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǎ ƛƴǝƳƛŘŀǝƴƎΣ 
ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴǝƴǳŀƭ Ŏƻŀǘ ŎŀǊŜ ƻǊ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ŘƻƎ 
ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŀǘΦ 

 ¢ƘŜ h9{ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƻǳōƭŜ-ŎƻŀǘŜŘ ŘƻƎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊŎƻŀǘ ƛǎ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ǎƻƊ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊȅ 
ǿŀǘŜǊǇǊƻƻŦΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǳŀǊŘ ƘŀƛǊǎ ƛƴ ŀ ƳŀǘǳǊŜ ŘƻƎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŘŜŬƴƛǘŜ 
ōǊŜŀƪ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǊǳōōŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƘŀǊŘ ŦŜŜƭΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ōŜǧŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ 
ǘŜȄǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀȅ ƘŀƛǊ ŀǎ ǿŀǎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴǾŀǊƛŀōƭȅ ǎƻƊŜƴǎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻŀǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ Ƴƻǎǘ 
ŎŀǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŦǊŜǎƘƭȅ ǿŀǎƘŜŘΦ  tǳǇǇƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƻƭŜǎŎŜƴǘ 
ŘƻƎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎƻƊ ŎƻŀǘΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ōƻǊƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƻƊ ōƭŀŎƪ Ŏƻŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ 
ƴƻ ǳƴŘŜǊŎƻŀǘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƎǊŀŘǳŀƭƭȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƴ ŀŘƻƭŜǎŎŜƴǘ Ŏƻŀǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ƳŀǘǳǊŜ ŎƻŀǘΣ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōȅ ǘǿƻ ǘƻ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŀƎŜΦ  
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Appearance/Trimming  

 hǳǊ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŜȄǘǳǊŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ 
ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ōȅ ŀǊǝŬŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŀƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘƻƎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƭŜŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ōǊǳǎƘŜŘ 
ƻǳǘΣ ŦǊŜŜ ƻŦ Ƴŀǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ōǳƳ ƴŜŀǘƭȅ ǝŘƛŜŘ ǳǇΦ  {ƻƳŜ ǎƘŀǇƛƴƎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ 
ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ŜȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǘǊƛƳƳƛƴƎΣ ǎǘǊƛǇǇƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎŎǳƭǇǘǳǊƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ 
ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ōŜǧŜǊ ǎǇŜŎƛƳŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǎƘŀƎƎȅ 
ŎƻŀǘΦ 

 

WǳŘƎŜǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŀǘΣ          

ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŬƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŘƻƎΦ 
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Color.   

 Any shade of gray, grizzle, blue or blue 
merle with or without white markings or 
in reverse.  Any shade of brown or fawn to 
be considered distinctly objectionable and 
not to be encouraged.   

 hƭŘ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ {ƘŜŜǇŘƻƎǎ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ 
ǎƘŀŘŜǎ ƻŦ ƎǊŀȅ ǊŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǇŀƭŜ ōƭǳŜ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ŀ ŘŀǊƪ ƎǊŀȅΦ  bƻ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ǎƘŀŘŜ ƻŦ ƎǊŀȅ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ 
ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜΦ  tǳǇǇƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ōƻǊƴ 
ōƭŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƭƻǊ Ƴŀȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ 
ōǊƻǿƴ ǝƴƎŜŘ όŘŜŀŘ ǇǳǇǇȅ Ŏƻŀǘύ ǘƻ ǾŜǊȅ 
ǇŀƭŜ ǎƛƭǾŜǊΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ƛƴ Řƻǳōǘ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ 
ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻǿƴƛǎƘ 
ŎƻƭƻǊΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻŀǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŜŎƪ 
ǘƘŜ Ǌƻƻǘǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀȅ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƛƴΦ   
aŀǘǳǊŜ hƭŘ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳƛȄǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ  
ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ǎƘŀŘŜǎ ƻŦ ƎǊŀȅ ƘŀƛǊΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ  
ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƛǊǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ōƭŀŎƪ      
ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŘƻƎΦ 

Splashed Markings 

Adult—Dark Markings 

 

Black Puppy Coat 

Young Adult—Silvery coat 

Color/Markings  
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Gait. 
 When trotting, movement is free and powerful, seemingly effortless, with 
 good reach and drive, and covering maximum ground with minimum steps. 
 Very elastic at a gallop.   May amble or pace at slower speeds. 

 

 Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǿ ǊƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ h9{ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ōŜ ƧǳŘƎŜŘ ŀǘ ŀ ǘǊƻǘΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜ 
ŘƻƎǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǎƭƻǿƭȅΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ōǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŀŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀŎŜ ƛǎ 
ŀ ǊŜǎǝƴƎ ŀŎǝƻƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅΦ   ¢ƘŜ ŀƳōƭŜ ƛǎ ōȅ ŘŜŬƴƛǝƻƴ ŀ ǎƳƻƻǘƘ ŀƴŘ 
ƭŜƛǎǳǊŜƭȅ ƎŀƛǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ Ǝŀƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜƭŀǎǝŎ ŀƴŘ ŜũƻǊǘƭŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ Ƙƛƴǘ 
ƻŦ ǎƛŘŜ-ǿƛƴŘƛƴƎΦ  9ȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ Ƴƻǝƻƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ƪƛŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǊŜŀǊΣ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǎǘǊƛŘŜǎ ƻǊ ōƛŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ŀŎǝƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǊ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘΦ   {ƻǳƴŘƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜŘ Ǝŀƛǘ Ƙŀǎ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ǊŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛǾŜΦ 

  

Movement 



23 

 

²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅΣ ƧǳŘƎŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ watch the ǇŀŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ Ŧƻƻǘ ǇƭŀŎŜπ
ƳŜƴǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƻōǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǊ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǇŜŀǊ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ 
ŘƻƎΦ   ¢ƘŜ ƘŜŀŘ ŎŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ Ƴŀȅ ŀŘƻǇǘ ŀ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǇƻǎƛǝƻƴΦ Lƴ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅΣ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊ 
ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƎƛǾŜ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǊŜŀŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳƴŘ ǊŜŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻǿ-ǎŜǘ 
ǎƘƻǊǘ ƘƻŎƪǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ǊŜŀǊ ŘǊƛǾŜΦ   

 Coming and Going 
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Temperament.    

 An adaptable, intelligent dog of even disposition, with no sign of ag-
gression, shyness or nervousness. 

 Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǿ ǊƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ h9{ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǘŀōƭŜ ŘŜƳŜŀƴƻǊ ǿƘƛƭŜ ōŜƛƴƎ       
ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƛǎ ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ h9{ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ƴƻ ǎƛƎƴǎ ƻŦ  
ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ǎƘȅƴŜǎǎ ƻǊ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΦ   !ǘ ƘƻƳŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ Ŏƭƻǿƴ ƭƛƪŜ 
ƴŀǘǳǊŜΣ ȅŜǘ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŀōƭŜΣ ƭƻȅŀƭ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴǎΦ 
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The OES competes in: 
¶ Agility 

¶ Barn Hunting 

¶ Canine Good Citizen 

¶ Conformation 

¶ Coursing 

¶ Herding 

¶ Obedience 

¶ Rally 

¶ Tracking 

Versatility  
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¶ Old English Sheepdog— Ann Arch (1999) 

¶ How to Raise and Train an Old English Sheepdog—Mona Berkowitz (1967) 

¶ Your Old English Sheepdog—Alice J. Boyer (1978) 

¶ This is the Old English Sheepdog—Joan McDonald Brearley & Marlene Anderson (1974) 

¶ The Old English Sheepdog—Joan MacDonald Brearley (1989) 

¶ Care and Grooming of Old English Sheepdogs—Monique Carriere (1993) 

¶ The Old English Sheepdog—Ann Davis (1973) 

¶ The New DOGSTEPS—Rachel Page  Elliott (1983) 

¶ Old English Sheepdogs in Australia—George Hampden Edwards (1977) 

¶ All About the Old English Sheepdog—Jean Gould (1988) 

¶ The Old English Sheepdog from Puppyhood to Championship—Aubrey Hopwood (1905) 

¶ The  Old English Sheepdog—Jill A. Keeling (1975) 

¶ In Perspective -The Old English Sheepdog—Stuart Mallard (1983) 

¶ The Complete Old English Sheepdog—John Mandeville (1976) 

¶ Old English Sheepdogs—Marilyn Mayfield (1999) 

¶ My Inheritance—Gwen Mogford (1985) 

¶ Bobtail Old English Sheepdog—Hunderessen Urs Ochsenbein—Barbara Muller 

¶ Old English Sheepdogs—Beverly Pisano (1980) 

¶ Know Your Old English Sheepdog—Earl Schneider (1960’s) 

¶ The Complete Old English Sheepdog—Christina Smith (1993) 

¶ The Old English Sheepdog—H.A. Tilley (1972) 

¶ Old English Sheepdogs—Sylvia Woods & Ray Owen (1981) 

¶ The Very Old English Sheepdog—Compiled by Ray Owen (1999)  
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Highlights of the Old English Sheepdog 
When evaluating the OES, the following points should be considered of major   

importance. 

1. Soundness is of the greatest importance.   

2. Gait is elastic and effortless with equal reach and drive. 

3. Topline has a gentle rise over the loin—a distinguishing characteristic of the 

breed.  

4. Head is fairly square, broad and flat with well defined stop. 

5. Thickset body broader at the hips than at the shoulders. 

6. Coat should be shaggy with hard texture. 

7. Compact, square, balanced dog. 

Note -There are no DQ’s in our breed. 

OESCA Breed Standard 
General Appearance: A strong, compact, square, balanced dog. Taking him all around, he is profusely, but 

not excessively coated , thickset, muscular and able-bodied. These qualities, combined with his agility, fit him 

for the demanding tasks required of a shepherd's or drover's dog. Therefore, soundness is of the greatest 

importance. His bark is loud with a distinctive "pot-casse" ring in it. 

Size, Proportion, Substance: Type, character and balance are of greater importance and are on no account 

to be sacrificed to size alone. 

Size: Height (measured from top of withers to the ground), Dogs: 22 inches (55.8 cm) and upward. Bitches: 

21 inches (53.3 cm) and upward. 

Proportion: Length (measured from point of shoulder to point of ischium [tuberosity]) practically the same 

as the height. Absolutely free from legginess or weaselness. 

Substance: Well muscled with plenty of bone. 

Head: A most intelligent expression. 

Eyes: Brown, blue or one of each. If brown, very dark is preferred. If blue, a pearl, china or wall-eye is consid-

ered typical. An amber or yellow eye is most objectionable. 

Ears: Medium sized and carried flat to the side of the head. 

Skull: Capacious and rather squarely formed giving plenty of room for brain power. The parts over the eyes 

(supra-orbital ridges) are well arched. The whole well covered with hair. 

Stop: Well defined. 
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Jaw:  Fairly long, strong, square and truncated. Attention is particularly called to the above properties as a 

long, narrow head or snipy muzzle is a deformity. 

Nose: Always black, large and capacious. 

Teeth: Strong, large and evenly placed. The bite is level or tight scissors. 

Neck, Topline, Body 

Neck: Fairly long and arched gracefully. 

Topline: Stands lower at the withers than at the loin with no indication of softness or weakness. Attention is 

particularly called to this topline as it is a distinguishing characteristic of the breed. 

Body: Rather short and very compact, broader at the rump than at the shoulders, ribs well sprung and brisket 

deep and capacious. Neither slab-sided nor barrel-chested. The loin is very stout and gently arched. 

Tail: Docked close to the body, when not naturally bob tailed. 

Forequarters: Shoulders well laid back and narrow at the points. The forelegs dead straight with plenty of 

bone. The measurements from the withers to the elbow and from the elbow to the ground are practically the 

same. 

Hindquarters: Round and muscular with well let down hocks. When standing, the metatarses are perpendic-

ular to the ground when viewed from any angle. 

Feet: Small and round, toes well arched, pads thick and hard, feet pointing straight ahead. 

Coat: Profuse, but not so excessive as to give the impression of the dog being overly fat, and of a good hard 

texture; not straight, but shaggy and free from curl. Quality and texture of coat to be considered above mere 

profuseness. Softness or flatness of coat to be considered a fault. The undercoat is a waterproof pile when 

not removed by grooming or season. Ears coated moderately. The whole skull well covered with hair. The 

neck well coated with hair. The forelegs well coated all around. The hams densely coated with a thick, long 

jacket in excess of any other part. Neither the natural outline nor the natural texture of the coat may be 

changed by any artificial means except that the feet and rear may be trimmed for cleanliness. 

Color: Any shade of gray, grizzle, blue or blue merle with or without white markings or in reverse. Any shade 

of brown or fawn to be considered distinctly objectionable and not to be encouraged. 

Gait: When trotting, movement is free and powerful, seemingly effortless, with good reach and drive, and 

covering maximum ground with minimum steps. Very elastic at a gallop. May amble or pace at slower 

speeds. 

Temperament: An adaptable, intelligent dog of even disposition, with no sign of aggression, shyness or    

nervousness. 

Approved February 10, 1990      Effective March 28, 1990 
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The End 


